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Primary Curriculum Key Stage 2 Years 3 and 4 
 
Maths & English are taught as discreet subjects with work matched to the contents of the 

National Curriculum & differentiated according to individual need. 

 

The Foundation subjects are the basis for our topic based Creative Curriculum. This includes 

some RE, PE, PSHE and music where appropriate, but these subjects also have their own 

curricula and timetable slots. 

 

Our themes for 2015/16 are:- 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Cycle 1 Chocolate 

(Geography/Science) 

 

Bright Sparks! 

(Science) 

 

 

Fashion 

(History) 

 

Time and Place, Earth and 

Space 

(Science/History/Geography) 

Turn it Up! 

(Science) 

 

Feel the Force! 

(Science) 

 

Digital Games 

(Computer) 

Cycle 2 What’s on the Menu? 

(Science/PSHE) 

 

Do you live around 

here? (Geography) 

Active Planet 

(Science) 

 

Digital Games 

(Computer) 

Let’s Plant it! 

(Science) 

 

On Tap  

(Geography) 

 

Cycle 1 Autumn Spring Summer 

History Who first discovered 

chocolate 

Who took the first 

chocolate to Europe 

About the importance of 

cocoa beans for trade 

 

About the history of the 

electric light bulb 

About fashions and 

trends in the past, and 

what might have 

influenced these 

 

About the jewellery that 

people used to wear in 

the past 

Looking at instruments 

through history – ones 

which are no longer used 

and ones recently 

developed 

Geography Where cacao trees are 

found 

 

About the factors 

affecting the growth of 

cacao trees 

 

About other cash crops 

Finding out how the 

movement of the Earth 

around the Sun creates 

different seasons, 

weather patterns and 

natural environments 

around the world 

 

Finding out how human 

activities can be 

affected by the 

different seasons around 

the world 

Finding out how the 

 



KS2 Y3 & Y4 Curriculum Page 3 of 7 

Cycle 1 Autumn Spring Summer 

Earth is divided into 

different time zones and 

how this impacts on 

human activity and 

communications 

 

Finding out how to locate 

countries and places 

using latitude and 

longitude on a globe 

Science About the ingredients in 

chocolate 

 

If chocolate causes 

tooth decay 

Why chocolate wrappers 

are made from special 

materials 

 

What the melting point 

of chocolate is 

 

How to make an 

electrical circuit 

 

Which materials allow 

electricity to pass 

through them 

 

What happens when we 

change a circuit 

 

How to build bigger 

circuits 

 

About magnetism and 

electricity 

 

About using electricity 

as heat 

 

How to keep safe around 

electricity 

About the use of colour 

and reflective materials 

in safety clothing 

 

Finding out about the 

Sun and the Earth, how 

they move and interact 

and how this relates to 

the passage of time, day 

and night and the 

seasons 

 

Finding out about 

shadows, how they are 

formed and how we can 

use them to measure 

time 

How sounds are made 

 

How to change sounds 

 

How sounds travel to the 

ear 

 

About the volume of 

sounds 

 

About sound and noise 

 

Where light comes from 

 

How shadows are formed 

 

What forces are and 

where they come from 

 

What friction is and how 

we use friction 

 

How we can reduce or 

increase friction 

 

How to measure the 

strength of a force 

 

How to make a force 

meter 

 

 

Computing How some people use ICT as part of their job as well as in their daily lives 

 

How to use ICT responsibly and stay safe online 

 

How to find reliable information from a range of sources including the internet 
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Cycle 1 Autumn Spring Summer 

How to use ICT to present things we have found out in an exciting and engaging 

way 

 

How to write algorithms to make things happen in 2D digital games 

 

How to debug scripts and programs in digital games 

 

How to design, code, create and market our own digital games 

 

Using technology to locate and download information for research projects 

 

Finding out about communications technology worldwide and those that help 

society interact using transport, including journeys between different time 

zones 

Art How to design a wrapper 

for our chocolate bar 

About the work of 

specific contemporary 

artists 

 

How to print our own t-

shirts 

How to create art in the 

style of a specific artist 

 

DT How to make our own 

chocolate 

 

What we can add to 

chocolate 

 

How to make a house 

with lighting and a door 

buzzer 

How to design and make 

our own ‘street fashion’ 

 

How to design a costume 

for a fictional character 

 

Looking at the 

appropriateness of 

individual technologies, 

as well as their positive 

benefits and limitations 

in relation to a specific 

time and place 

 

Designing and making a 

calendar and a sun dial 

How to make panpipes 

 

How to design and make 

a marble run 

PSHE What fair trade 

chocolate is 

 

What other fair trade 

products there are 

 

How important chocolate 

is 

About who or what 

influences our choice of 

fashion 

 

How we can learn more 

about what others think 

about fashion 

 

Finding out about 

festivals and traditions 

connected with light 

Deaf awareness and deaf 

identity 
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Cycle 1 Autumn Spring Summer 

which measure the 

passage of time 

 

Cycle 2 Autumn Spring Summer 

History About popular foods 

from different periods 

of history 

 

What sailors and 

explorers used to eat 

when travelling 

 

About the different 

homes we have lived in 

 

Whether homes in the 

local area have changed 

About the devastation of 

Pompeii and other places 

hit by a natural disaster 

 

 

History of games design 

– moving from board 

games to digital games 

 

Finding out about ball 

games that were played 

in the past 

 

Finding out about 

previous World Cup 

tournaments 

Geography About restaurants in the 

local area 

 

Where our food comes 

from 

 

Which foods are 

produced locally 

 

How food travels to the 

shop or supermarket 

 

About different types 

of farming 

 

What happens on a local 

farm 

 

About homes around the 

world 

 

About the ways in which 

different people live 

their lives 

 

About homes in our home 

countries and host 

country 

About how the Earth is 

formed 

 

What a volcano island is 

and where they are in 

the world 

 

What causes an 

earthquake 

 

How earthquakes can be 

measured 

Finding out where our 

water comes from – 

tracing its route through 

the water cycle 

 

Locating the major 

water sources of 

Derbyshire and the UK. 

 

Where the plants we eat 

come from 

 

Visiting our local stadium 

and making a map for 

visitors 

 

Finding out about 

stadiums in Brazil and 

making a model stadium 

 

Finding out about each 

of the stadium cities in 

Brazil 

Science How fruits and 

vegetables grow 

How we can grow our own 

food in the classroom 

What happens when a 

volcano erupts 

What happens when rock 

melts 

About plants in our local 

area 

 

What plants need in 
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Cycle 2 Autumn Spring Summer 

 

Why a balanced diet is 

important 

 

How to store our food 

properly 

 

What is inside a 

breakfast egg and how 

we can cook it 

 

About different 

habitats within the 

school grounds 

 

How to investigate a 

local habitat 

 

About pond life and how 

it has adapted 

 

How to sort animals into 

groups 

 

Who eats who – food 

chains and food webs 

 

Seasonal changes to 

habitats and migration 

 

How volcanoes can give 

off poisonous gas 

order to grow 

 

How to grow a flowering 

plant 

 

About local food chains 

 

Why plants have leaves 

 

About the life cycle of a 

plant 

 

How filters can make our 

water safe to drink 

 

Changes of state of 

water 

 

 

 

 

Computing How to find reliable information from a range of sources including the internet 

 

How to use ICT to present things we have found out in an exciting and engaging 

way 

 

How to write algorithms to make things happen in 2D digital games 

 

How to debug scripts and programs in digital games 

 

How to design, code, create and market our own digital games 

 

Using technology to locate and download information for research projects 

 

Finding out about communications technology worldwide and those that help 

society interact using transport, including journeys between different time 

zones 

Art About prehistoric cave 

paintings 

 

How to make paints from 

About hot and cold 

colours 

 

About using different 

Exploring teamwork and 

creating a 3D sculpture 

 

Designing our own World 
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Cycle 2 Autumn Spring Summer 

natural materials 

 

About folk art such as 

sand painting 

 

About artists who are 

inspired by the local 

habitat 

materials and techniques 

to represent a volcano 

Cup poster 

 

Looking at patterns and 

features made by water 

moving across a 

landscape 

DT How to make bread and 

butter 

 

How we can present food 

to make it more 

interesting 

 

How to create a healthy 

fruit sundae 

 

How to make freezer 

jam 

 

How we can make models 

of farm machines 

 

How to design a 

comfortable shelter 

 

How to make mud bricks 

 

How to make a shelter 

from straw 

 

How to design a house 

using local materials 

What makes buildings 

strong 

 

About protective 

clothing and equipment 

 

About how to put 

together a survival kit 

How to make a garden 

obelisk 

 

Designing a football kit 

for our team 

 

 

PSHE About different diets 

and food requirements 

 

About different 

countries and the role of 

food in their 

celebrations and 

traditions 

About legends 

associated with 

volcanoes 

 

Why people continue to 

live in volcanic areas 

despite the dangers 

Caring for plants 

 

Taking responsibility 

 

Looking at leisure 

options for children in 

other countries 

 


